RAINHILL PUBLIC MEETING

16th September 2002

Team Leader

St. Helens Review

The Boundary Committee for England

Trevelyan House

Great Peter Street

London

SW1P 2HW

Dear Sir,

Rainhill Public Meeting 

Draft Recommendations – St Helens

On 11th September a Public Meeting was convened by the Parish Council in the village to permit residents to comment on your draft recommendations for St. Helens and in particular the implications for Rainhill.   The meeting was held in the largest village venue available that being St. Ann’s church which was filled to capacity with over 400 residents in attendance. 

Prior to the meeting the Parish Council had made available in Rainhill library a copy of your recommendations for residents to view.  You may like to know that at the time of writing this letter St. Helens Council has not placed copies of the report into its libraries, the only information available to residents has been provided by Rainhill Parish Council. 

The feeling of all those attending the meeting was strongly against the draft recommendations as they relate to Rainhill. Not a single resident supported your recommendations. The feeling of the meeting was unanimous that the Boundary Committee had in its single minded quest for electoral equality completely ignored the requirement to protect the community identity of Rainhill. 

All residents present at the meeting felt very strongly that the Boundary Committee had shown special consideration to Rainford in order to protect its community identity. Equally the residents were appalled that your committee had completely ignored the fact that Rainhill was a long established community. The meeting felt that Rainhill was entitled to parity of treatment with Rainford in order to ensure that the Rainhill community was also kept intact.

After almost two hours discussion on your draft recommendations the meeting unanimously passed the following resolution.

“This public meeting deplores the fact that the Boundary Committee have completely ignored the necessity to preserve the community identity of Rainhill by having the audacity to produce a recommendation that the village of Rainhill be split in two with a boundary running right through the village centre. To seek to destroy a village community in the needless quest for pure electoral equality is beyond comprehension. This meeting calls upon the Boundary Committee to review its recommendations in order to ensure that the community of Rainhill remains intake as is the wish of its residents”

The meeting then went on to discuss the implications that your recommendations may have on the future boundaries of the Parish Council. Already officers of St. Helens Council have indicated that following your review of Borough Ward Boundaries attention will be given to redrawing parish boundaries to have them conform to Borough Ward Boundaries.  The view of the meeting was that the boundaries of Rainhill Parish Council were sacrosanct and any attempt to change them would be resisted. The meeting passed the following resolution.

“This meeting mandates Rainhill Parish Council to take all possible steps to resist any attempt to redefine the boundaries of the Rainhill Parish Council and urges all residents of Rainhill to assist the Parish Council in ensuring the parish boundaries remain as currently constituted.”

From the above you will appreciate that your recommendations for the future electoral arrangements for Rainhill have zero support from the residents of Rainhill. In any democracy it should always be the will of the people that is of paramount importance and with this in mind I hope you will see the wisdom of amending your draft recommendations in order to ensure that the community of Rainhill remains intact and within the one borough electoral ward. 

Yours faithfully,

C J Kedge JP

Chairman 

Rainhill Parish Council 

