


RAINHILL PARISH COUNCILPRIVATE 

At a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 10th December 2001 at Rainhill Village Hall at 7.30pm, the following were present:

Councillors:  C.J. Kedge JP, D.H. Wright, M.J. Doyle JP,  J. Carroll,



    H. Johnson JP, C. Moore, G. Jamieson, W.M. Wood. C. Wilson

Also present: Mrs Wood, Inspector M. Woosey. 

71 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Received from P. Speakman, N. Thompson, C.M. Kedge, B. Heydon

Mr. H.Whitfield also tendered apologies.

72 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING   

Minute 65: It was noted that the minutes should read that the Youth Club Committee was looking into the possibility of applying for funding. 

Minute 60: Inspector Woosey wished to clarify that the minutes should reflect that he had indicated at the last meeting that the majority of parents did accept parental responsibility but it would assist if more parents assumed this responsibility. He also wished to clarify that he would continue to police Rainhill with the resources at his disposal.  With this clarification the minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2001 were agreed and signed as a true record. 

73 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Minute 59 - It was confirmed that the meeting dates were as stated in that minute. 

74 POLICE REPORT
Inspector Woosey gave a comprehensive report on crime statistics for Rainhill. He indicated that burglaries had increased and that vehicle crime remained high. He indicated that investigations continued into the vandalism on 30th October in the village. He also indicated that following the meeting in St. Ann's church not a single resident had been in contact with himself. 

Inspector Woosey indicated that individual Councillors were welcome to accompany the police while they patrolled Rainhill. He also indicated that he was leaving the area and Inspector Don Blackburn would have responsibility for Rainhill from the start of the New Year. 

75 CLERK'S REPORT
The Clerk reported that St. Helens Council had been in contact with the launderette in Longton Lane to have it undertake repairs to prevent the flow of wastewater onto Warburton Hey Playing Field. If the water was not stopped enforcement action would be taken.

The Clerk indicated that St. Helens Council had appointed a consultant to produce a report on the advertising signs in the village. It was also reported that Planning Aid a voluntary organisation was looking into the problem. 

The Clerk also indicated that the MP Shaun Woodward was still trying to contact Merseytravel to arrange a meeting about the railway station. This matter was outstanding since August 2001. 

The Clerk raised the issue of replacing his computer, which was now four years old, and the monitor not functioning. It was agreed that the Clerk be authorised to spend £1,000 in replacing the computer. 

76 CORRESPONDENCE

MAPTC - Notification of future meeting

St Helens MBC - Planning Enforcement in Rainhill

St. Helens MBC - Standards Committee

St. Helens MBC - Mission in the economy

St. Helens MBC - Perimeter fencing St. Bartholomew's School 

St. Helens MBC - Mayor's Appeal

Merseyside Pension Fund - Scheme changes

Bargain Booze - Transfer of licence 381 Warrington Road

St. Helens Coalition of Disabled People - Extraordinary General Meeting

DTLR - Model Code of Conduct

St Helens CVS - Questionnaire 

Shaun Woodward - Rainhill Railway Station

Rainhill Civic Society - Request for financial support to publish book on Rainhill (To be placed as agenda item at next meeting)

GiroBank - Parish Bank Accounts

Charter Mark - Renewal due 2002 (It was agreed to apply for renewal)

DEFRA - Quality Parish Councils, Consultation Document

St. Helens Sports Council - Minutes

MAPTC - Minutes

Merseyside Pension Fund - Regulation Changes 

CVS - Magazine - November

NALC - Various correspondence

St. Helens & Knowsley Health Authority - Annual Report

NALC - Training Strategy

St. Helens MBC - Minutes/agenda

St. Helens MBC - Unitary Plan/ Community Plan 

Merseytravel Advisory Panel

77 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
No observations were made on the following applications:

P/01/137  28 Mossdale Drive - Erection of two storey extension.

P/01/1145  Shell Garage Warrington Road - Installation of LPG storage vessel.

P/01/1149  6 Fairclough Road - Gable end extension to form access to loft.

P/01/1150  76 Mossdale Drive - Extension above garage to provide two bedrooms. 

78 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was RESOLVED that payment of the undermentioned accounts be agreed:

Telco Telephone Calls
8.45
2095

Royal British Legion Wreath
14.25
2096

St. Helens MBC Waste Removal Village Hall
324.75
2097

P. Corscadden Caretaking Holt POS
133.95
2098

Mrs A. Harnetty Cleaning Wages November
59.52
2099

D. Blanchflower Salary November
791.49
2100

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
379.02
2101

Merseyside Pension Fund
222.35
2102

D. Blanchflower Salary November
791.49
2103

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
379.02
2104

Merseyside Pension Fund
222.35
2105

D Blanchflower Postage, Tel, copying, stationary
91.89
2106

Mrs A Harnetty Cleaning wages December (5weeks)
74.40
2107

Standing Order to 

Mason Landscapes for churchyard work 
£262.00   November 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
£3,754.93

79 REPORTS 
· Public Open Spaces: It was reported that the new system of clubs opening and closing the changing facilities at the Holt POS was still working well. 
· Youth Club: Sources of possible funding were still being sought.   
· Churchyard Committee: It was reported that the churchyard committee had met and were recommending that the Parish Council took steps to remove the dead Cherry tree and one other tree near the St. James road entrance. The trees at the rear of the church also required pruning as per the recommendations of the tree officer from St. Helens Council. It was agreed that the Clerk arrange for this work to be undertaken. The members of the committee expressed concern that after two years the church authorities had still not made any attempt to tidy the churchyard. Repeatedly they have promised to have the work done but still mounds of earth and redundant grave kerbstones lay around the churchyard. The Clerk was asked to once again bring this to the attention of the church.    
· Rainhill Village Hall Management Committee: It was reported that the management committee was giving consideration to paying the Treasurer. The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee setting out the implications of engaging an additional member of staff.  The Parish Council noted the legal implications and had concerns about the wisdom of paying an officer but were mindful that any decision to pay the Treasurer was the responsibility of the Management Committee who were now aware of the implications. 
It was also reported that the management committee had been made aware that three quotations would be required before the Parish Council could pay any bill for sanding the main hall floor. The Clerk confirmed that he had supplied the hall with the names of three companies recommended by St. Helens Council. 

· St. Helens District Sports Council: No report

· Rainhill Heritage Society: It was reported that 56 people had attended the AGM. The quiz night had also been very successful. 
· Merseytravel Advisory Panel:  It had been a very constructive meeting. 
· Crime Prevention Team: It was reported that police surgeries would be starting in the Millennium Centre shortly.  Milkmen in St. Helens would be shortly issued with mobile telephones so that they could contact the police should they notice anything untoward in the early hours of the morning.   
· Victim Support: No Report.
· St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service: No Report.
· Merseyside Association of Parish Councils: It was indicated that the AGM had taken place on 7th November in Prescot.  Officers had been elected and Cllr. Lane of Whiston had agreed to perform the duties of Secretary for the coming year.  Discussion took place on why few Councils attended meetings.  The next meeting was at Whiston on 16th January 2002. 
80 YOUTH DISORDER 

Cllr. Doyle reported on the residents meeting held in St. Ann's church following the extensive youth disorder on the night 30th October 2001. The church had been filled to capacity. At the end of the meeting 26 residents volunteered to form a group to look into youth disorder.  A meeting of the group had taken place on 4th December in the village hall. Cllr. Doyle indicated that the group membership were representative of the residents of Rainhill. Many of its members were not active in any other community activities in the village. He indicated that the Parish Clerk had done an excellent job in servicing the group and had booked rooms and circulated minutes within days of the meeting. It was agreed that the Parish Council would make available £200 to the group to cover administration costs. It was agreed that the money the Clerk had already spent, totalling £40.32, on servicing the group by way of postage, printing and room hire costs would form part of the £200 allocation and so leave £159.68 for use by the group. The Clerk was asked to continue offering whatever support and guidance he could to the group.  

81 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

The Clerk presented a report, which highlighted the need to replace perimeter fencing at the Amanda Road Playing Field, which had been vandalised. The fencing on the boundary of the village hall land with Derwent Close was also in need of repair and required renewal. The Clerk had sought quotations for the erection of metal fencing and had so far received one quotation. It was agreed to undertake the work as outlined but on the village hall site no gate would be provided.  The Clerk and Chairman were authorised to obtain quotations and award the work to the most suitable contractor taking into consideration price and workmanship.    

82 RESIDENTS' COMMENTS, COMPLAINTS & URGENT MATTERS
The actions taken by the Clerk in relation to issues raised by residents were noted and the actions taken endorsed. 

i) Councillors raised the following matters: 

a) Concern was expressed that whilst the 137 bus had been re-instated the route had been changed. Cllr. Doyle was progressing. It was also noted that the timing of routes 137,138 and 109 had changed.  

b) A resident had raised concerns about the rear passageway behind the properties in Rainhill Road. It was noted that this passageway was unadopted. The responsibility lay with the residents in adjacent properties to take remedial action at their own expense.  

83 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 28th January 2002 the venue being Rainhill Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.55p.m.  



__________________________



Chairman of the Parish Council



28th January 2002
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