HARRY WHITFIELD
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It is with sadness that we report the death of Harry Whitfield on 16th April 2003.  You are asked to remember his wife Margaret and family in your prayers. The funeral will take place at St. James Church Rainhill on 24th April 2003 at 2pm.

The death of Harry will be a great loss to Rainhill as he did so much for the village over so many years. Little seems to have happened in Rainhill over the past forty or so years in which Harry did not have some involvement. He had been actively involved with the village hall since its inception in the 1960’s and played a lead role in the recent lottery application that saw the hall fully refurbished in 2001. He was fully involved in the Old Peoples Welfare Committee and regularly distributed meals to the elderly of Rainhill some of whom were younger than he was. He was a member of the Management Committee of St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service and a preacher on the Methodist Circuit as well as an active parishioner of St. James Church.  

He was always a regular attendee at the meetings of the Parish Council. I can well remember the previous Clerk stressing when I took over the job that Harry must be sent copies of the minutes, as he was in fact seen as being the unelected member of the Council. Up to twelve months ago when he became housebound Harry had an almost 100% attendance record stretching back over forty years. On the few occasions he was unable to attend Parish Council meetings he always sent his apologies, which were duly recorded in the minutes.  I know from my talks with Harry that his interest in the Parish Council came from his great love of democracy and his belief that the Parish Council played a central role in ensuring that Rainhill was a caring and sharing community.

Harry proudly boasted that since coming to live in Rainhill he had attended the Annual Parish meeting each year. It was always Harry who extended the vote of thanks at the end of the meetings. 

The mark of Harry’s standing in the community was perhaps best seen when the Parish Council introduced the ‘Good Citizenship Award’ in 2002.  The first person most people thought should have the award was Harry and the nominations flooded in.  Typical of Harry when I telephoned him to tell him he had been selected to receive the award he hesitated in accepting it, as he did not see anything special in what he had done.  The truth was that Harry had done a great deal for Rainhill and had always been an active member of the community and richly deserved the award.  At the presentation ceremony for the Good Citizenship award one of the other recipients was heard to remark that they felt honoured to have even been considered for an award that was being bestowed on Harry Whitfield. 

Perhaps the greatest mark of a man is the impression he makes on society and without doubt Harry made a major mark on Rainhill by the numerous ways he worked for the community never seeking recognition or praise. Harry was a true Christian who in his life always sought to continue the work of Christ here on earth and I am certain he will now be contemplating how to best serve his colleagues in heaven.

Rainhill is rich in people who are prepared to give of their spare time and work to enrich the life of the community but no community can afford to lose people such as Harry Whitfield who will be greatly missed.  

Harry was a quite and unassuming man who loved Rainhill and was proud to be a resident. I am proud to have known him and even prouder be able to say he was my friend. 

David Blanchflower

Clerk to Rainhill Parish Council  
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