


RAINHILL PARISH COUNCILPRIVATE 

At a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 28th January 2002 at Rainhill Village Hall at 7.30pm, the following were present:

Councillors:  C.J. Kedge JP, C.M. Kedge, D.H. Wright,  J. Carroll, C. Wilson, 



    H. Johnson JP, C. Moore, W.M. Wood, N. Thompson, J. DeAsha.

84 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Received from P. Speakman, G. Jamieson,  M.J.Doyle JP,  B. Heydon

Mr. H.Whitfield also tendered apologies.

85 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING   

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December were approved as a correct record. 

86 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Minute 74 - Cllr. DeAsha reported that Cllr. Pinder who had responsibility for Crime and Disorder as a Borough Councillor would like to pay a visit to Rainhill and take part in a police tour of the area. It was agreed that this would be a good idea and Cllr. DeAsha was asked to make arrangements. It was confirmed that the meeting dates were as stated in that minute. 

Minute 75 - The Clerk indicated that he had no further information on the Launderette spilling waste water onto Warburton Hey Playing Field but would make enquires. 

87 POLICE REPORT
No police officer was in attendance. The Clerk reported that Don Blackburn the new Police Inspector for Rainhill had made contact and indicated he would be unable to attend the meeting but had indicated another officer would attend. Concern was expressed that no officer was in attendance and that since the move to Sutton Police Station officers had not attended on a regular basis. 

Discussion took place on the policing of Rainhill and it was agreed that matters were less than satisfactory. It was reported that after three months the High School had still not received any feedback from the information it gave to the police relating to the youth disorder in late October 2001 some three months ago.  Cllr. C.J. Kedge indicated he had dialled 999 but had no feedback from the police on the matter reported. He also expressed concern that two officers who were trying to attend a call to the Kwik Save could not find the premises. When they approached him he had not been impressed with the tone of their approach which lacked basic manners.  It was generally agreed that the Parish Council concept of community policing appeared to differ from that of Merseyside Police. The Clerk was asked to write to the Chief Constable expressing the concerns of the council.   

88 CLERK'S REPORT
The Clerk made the Parish Council aware of possible implications of the re-organisation of Borough Ward boundaries as a result of the current reorganisation being considered by the Boundary Commission. It was agreed to keep this matter under review. 

Concern was expressed that no progress was being made in resolving the issues relating to the Railway Station.

The Clerk indicated that he would be undertaking a site visit to the village centre with the consultant appointed to produce an action plan for St. Helens Planning to address the infringement of planning regulations within the Conservation Area.  It was also indicated that court action was pending in respect of one infringement.   

89 CORRESPONDENCE

St. Helens MBC  - Precept 2002/2003

Merseyside Pension Fund - Contributions 2002 to 2005 (It was agreed that the Parish Council would pay an employers contribution of 17.3% effective from 1st April 2002). 

Rainhill Civic Society - History Book

Murray Graham - Advertisement in village centre

St. Helens MBC - Prosecution Peter Longworth

DTLR - Acceptance of Office

DTLR - Accounts & Audit Regulations

DTLR - White Paper Parish Proposals

DTLR - Quality Public Services

St. Helens Sports Council - Minutes/Agenda

Countryside Commission - Draft Map Rights of Way

St. Helens CVS - Newsletter

St. Helens MBC - Planning Appeal 12 Heatherleigh

CPRE - Rural Matters

St. Helens CDP - Newsletter

St. Helens MBC - Planning Application to Fell Tree View Road (Delphlands)

Merseytravel - St. Helens Advisory Panel

St. Helens MBC - Refusal of planning permission 28 Mossdale

LAPC - Newsletter

St. Helens MBC - Minutes

Queens Golden Jubilee Pack

St. Helens MBC - Accounts 2000/2001

Commission for Racial Equality - Race Relations Act 

90 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/01/1225  1 Lawton Road - Change of use to office ( The Council agreed that the proposal for change of use from domestic to business for these premises was not appropriate due to the residential nature of the area.)  

P/02/0010  2 View Road - Two shop units plus flat above (The Council welcomed the proposal as the refurbishment of the property would enhance the Conservation Area)

P/02/0079  Victoria Hotel - External Signs  (The Council endorsed the application as this was another positive step towards improving the Conservation Area they, however, wished to see the Queen's Head displayed on the swinging sign)  

No observations were made on the following applications:

P/01/1219  88 St. James Road - Tree Pruning

P/01/1228  4 Danby Fold - Two story side ext. of garage, bedroom and utility room

P/01/1243  90 Stoney Lane - Conservatory and extension of 8 bedrooms

P/01/1256  St. Ann's Vicarage - Crown lift tree

P/02/0042  60 Amanda Road - Single storey kitchen and conservatory ext.

P/02/0051  11 Calder Drive - single storey ext. of lounge and kitchen  

P/02/0066  2 Second Ave - Kitchen Extension

91 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was RESOLVED that payment of the undermentioned accounts be agreed:

Telco Telephone calls 
14.51
2108

Scottish Power Electricity Holt POS
65.17
2109

Scottish Power Electricity Rainhill Park
78.99
2110

Telco Telephone calls
4.82
2111

Mrs A. Harnetty Cleaner Wages
59.52
2112

D. Blanchflower Salary January 
791.49
2113

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
379.02
2114

Merseyside Pension Fund
222.35
2115

Ravenhead Services Mat Cleaning
335.93
2116

Rainhill Village Hall Room Hire
26.00
2117

St. Helens MBC Grass Cutting Exchange Place
167.90
2118

St. Helens MBC Planning Application
95.00
2119
 


Plus Standing Order to Mason Landscapes for churchyard work 
£262.00   December


262.00   January
 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
£2,764.70

92 REPORTS 
· Public Open Spaces: No report. 
· Youth Club: Consideration was being given to applying for funding to the Coalfields Regeneration Trust.   
· Churchyard Committee: The church authorities had carried out some work to tidy the churchyard in recent weeks. 
· Rainhill Village Hall Management Committee:  It was indicated that the new sign was now displayed on the Village Hall and that the refurbishment was now complete. Steps had been taken to obtain an auditor and three quotations had been obtained.   
· St. Helens District Sports Council: No report

· Rainhill Heritage Society: A talk would take place on the Mersey Tunnel on 16th Feb.
· Merseytravel Advisory Panel:  No Report. 
· Crime Prevention Team: A written report was presented which detailed initiatives to reduce levels of crime. 
· Victim Support: It was indicated that organisational changes were taking place that would result in the merger of a number of existing groups including the one with responsibility for Rainhill. 
· St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service: Consideration was being given to a move to new premises in the town centre that were more easily available to casual visitors.
· Merseyside Association of Parish Councils: A comprehensive written report was presented. It was agreed to offer Rainhill as a venue for a future meeting. 
93 BUDGET & PRECEPT 2002/2003

Consideration was given to the draft budget proposals for 2002/2003 and the level of precept that would be required. It was agreed to endorse the draft budget and set a precept for 2002/2003 of £48,500. The agreed precept was the same as for the current financial year. It was also noted that over the past ten years the level of increases in the precept matched the level of inflation over the same period. It was also agreed to pay an employers pension contribution rate of 17.3%  to Merseyside Pension Fund from 1stt April 2002.

Cllr. Thompson expressed the view that the Council should give consideration to spending its reserves to provide enhanced services for residents. He indicated that one scheme would be to upgrade the football pitches in Rainhill. He presented a paper highlighting his ideas for upgrading the football pitches. It was agreed that the paper would be tabled as an agenda item at the next meeting.

94 RAINHILL CIVIC SOCIETY - REQUEST FOR FUNDING 

Consideration was given to a request by the Civic Society for the Parish Council to financially support the publication of a book on the history of Rainhill. The Society was currently seeking costings.  The Clerk indicated that he had been in discussions with the Society and had offered what assistance in could in sourcing a printer.  It was agreed that the project was important and that the Parish Council would be happy to provide financial support. It was agreed to leave the decision on the level of financial support until the Civic Society was able to provide firm estimates of costs.  The Clerk was asked to write and commend the Civic Society on its decision to re-print the book. 
95 YOUTH DISORDER 

A verbal report was given on the recent meeting of the group established to address this issue. A well-attended meeting had taken place on 8th January 2002 and decisions taken on actions to be progressed to combat youth disorder. Publicity was seen as vital and individual members were charged with producing reports on newsletters, Internet and CCT cameras. A decision was taken to call the group the "Rainhill Crime & Disorder Group".  

96 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

The Clerk presented a report detailing the costings obtained for the installation of replacement fencing at the village hall and the Amanda Road Playing Field. From the three tender prices obtained it was agreed to issue the work to Darfen who had submitted the lowest price at £1,859.05.  The Clerk indicated that St. Helens Planning section were insisting that a planning application must be made in respect of the fencing on the village hall boundary with Derwent Close.

97 QUEENS GOLDEN JUBILEE
Consideration was given to applying for funding from the "Awards for All" lottery scheme to undertake projects to mark the Jubilee.  It was agreed that the Council would make application for funding to resurface the paths in St. Ann's Churchyard and to refurbish the interior of the pavilion at the Holt Playing Field.  

98 RESIDENTS' COMMENTS, COMPLAINTS & URGENT MATTERS
The actions taken by the Clerk in relation to issues raised by residents were noted and the actions taken endorsed. Councillors raised the following matters: 

a) On street parking in Rainhill was becoming an increasing problem with motorists completely ignoring yellow lines. The Clerk was asked to contact the Traffic Warden service for St. Helens.

b) It was indicated that a vehicle had been abandoned near the Railway Station.

c) Consideration was given to the Good Citizenship Award scheme. It was agreed that       Cllr. D. Wright, C.J. Kedge and C.M. Kedge would meet to progress matters

99 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 11th March 2002 the venue being Rainhill Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.45p.m.  



_________________________



Chairman of the Parish Council



11th March 2002
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