


RAINHILL PARISH COUNCILPRIVATE 

At a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 11th March 2002 at Rainhill Village Hall at 7.30pm, the following were present:

Councillors:  C.J. Kedge JP, C.M. Kedge, D.H. Wright,  J. Carroll, C. Wilson, 



   W.M. Wood, B. Heydon, G. Jamieson. M.J. Doyle JP

100 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Received from P. Speakman,  N. Thompson,  J.DeAsha, H. Johnson JP, 

Mr. H.Whitfield also tendered apologies.

101 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING   

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2002 were approved as a correct record. 

102 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

No matters arising. 

103 POLICE REPORT

Inspector Blackburn and Sgt. Barker were in attendance. They indicated that youth disorder in Rainhill had been greatly reduced over recent months. They indicated that they planned to visit schools to make the pupils aware of residents' concerns regarding youths.  It was agreed that Sutton Police Station was inadequate for the number of officers. It was intended to establish a police base in Rainhill.

104 CLERK'S REPORT
The Clerk made the Parish Council aware that the police had run down the traffic warden service in St. Helens so that currently three traffic wardens existed and they also undertook other duties. As these three wardens had no designated transport it appeared unlikely that they would visit Rainhill to enforce parking restrictions other than on the rare occasion.  A similar situation existed in Liverpool with only six wardens.  In Sefton the local authority employed its own wardens and currently had 15 wardens on the streets. 

105 CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Dumbell - Letter plus petition Trees Swan Farm Gardens Old Lane

South Lancashire Caravan Club - Access to Rainhill Park 12/14 July 2002 

Ravenhead Community Fund - Request for donation 

St. Helens MBC - Houghton Street Pedestrianisation

St. Helens MBC - 29 Sandhurst Road Planning Appeal

St. Helens MBC - Area Forum 13th March  

St. Helens Council - Minutes

Merseyside Police Authority - Minutes of Forum held on 23 Oct at Rainhill High School

Assoc. of Larger Councils - Training Day 22 March 2002 

MAPTC - Minutes 16th January meeting agenda 6th March meeting Aintree PC.

Rainhill Crime & Disorder Group - minutes January meeting

Henley Oak - Queens Jubilee

CPRE - AGM 16th March County Hall Preston 

St. Helens Sports Council

Merseyside Police - Acknowledgement from office of Chief Constable

Merseyside Police - Letter from Chief Inspector Richards re meeting with Superintendent Clarke. 

Merseyside Police Authority - Police Forum 6th March St. Helens College.

Society of Local Council Clerks - Conditions of employment.

Mrs J. Hunter - Request for use of youth club as nursery.

LAPTC - Boundary Changes.

106 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/02/0126  874 Warrington Road - conversion to four dwellings

Reservations were expressed at this building being converted to four dwellings. The Parish Council wished to ensure that this listed building was tastefully converted and had reservations about the use of plastic facia and the fact that waste water pipes would be visible on the front elevation. Concern also existed that no indication had been given of the surfacing for the car parking areas. 

P/02/0211  874 Warrington Road - conversion to 4 dwellings (See P/02/0126 above)

No observations were made on the following applications:

P/02/0105  3 Heskin Close - Conservatory at rear 

P/02/0123  38 Old Lane  - Two storey side ext. Garage and bedroom

P/02/0137  20 Oak Meadows Court - Tree pruning 

P/02/0144  322/324 Warrington Road - Detached dormer bungalow

P/02/0145  5 Mooreway - Front porch, garage and kitchen

P/02/0160  1A Lowther Drive  Single Storey Ext. and garage to rear

P/02/0171  Rainhill Community Nursery - Play Equipment

P/02/0173  38 Kendricks Fold - Side ext. kitchen utility room

P/02/0178  35 Ellon Avenue side ext. to form bedroom 

P/02/0193  11 Epping Close -  Rear conservatory

P/02/0204  86 St. James Road - Prune trees 

P/02/0204  9 Danby Fold - First floor side ext. to form bedroom 

P/02/0213  6 Stapleton Close -  Rear Conservatory 

P/02/0221  26 Garsdale Avenue - Single storey extension, kitchen/dining room

P/02/0241 8 The Priory - Conservatory at rear.

P/02/0242  Rainhill Recreation Club - Ext. to changing facilities.

P/02/0280  136 Mill Lane - Front conservatory.

107 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was RESOLVED that payment of the undermentioned accounts be agreed:

Mrs A. Harnetty Wages February
59.52
2120

Telco Telephone Calls 
13.90
2121

United Utilities Water Holt Pavilion
149.68
2122

Rainhill Village Hall Room Hire
6.50
2123

Mrs A Harnetty Cleaners Wages March
59.52
2124

A.D.Crompton Repairs Village Hall 
64.63
2125

D. Blanchflower Salary February
791.49
2126

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
379.02
2127

Merseyside Pension Fund
222.35
2128

D. Blanchflower Salary March
791.49
2129

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
379.02
2130

Merseyside Pension Fund
222.35
2131

D. Blanchflower Equipment Toilet Repairs
8.59
2132

D. Blanchflower Postage, Copying, Stationery.
93.84
2133

St. Helens Coalition of Disabled People Aff. Fee
10.00
2134

Irving Rice Village Hall Lease 
5.00
2135

United Utilities Water Holt Pavilion
66.45
2136

Plus Standing Order to Mason Landscapes for churchyard work 
£262.00   February 


262.00   March
 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
£3,847.35

108 REPORTS 
· Public Open Spaces: No report. 
· Youth Club: No Report.   
· Churchyard Committee: The Clerk confirmed that he had taken emergency action to remove a dead fallen tree and at the same time to have the surrounding trees pruned. The Parish Council endorsed this action and the resultant expenditure of £578.45. The Chairman raised concerns that the footpath had sunk at one point.  
· Rainhill Village Hall Management Committee:  No report.   
· St. Helens District Sports Council: No report

· Rainhill Heritage Society: The programme of events was being well supported.
· Merseytravel Advisory Panel:  Cllr. Wilson reported that nothing positive was discussed at the meeting. 
· Crime Prevention Team: It was reported that no police in attendance at meeting. A number of initiatives were being progressed. 
· Victim Support: It was reported that the group was being reorganised with the future structure as yet unknown. 
· St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service: It was now intended to move to new premises more central to the town centre.
· Merseyside Association of Parish Councils: A comprehensive written report was presented. The AGM would be held at Rainhill Village Hall in November. 
109 GOOD CITIZENSHIP AWARD

It was agreed that the award should be given to:

Mrs. M. Griffiths, 35 Calder Drive, Rainhill. 

Mrs M. Jackson, 14 Stapleton Avenue, Rainhill. 

Mr. A. Fellowes 24 The Meadows, Rainhill.

Mr. H. Whitfield,  3 Dorgan Close, Rainhill. 

It was agreed that the presentation ceremony would take place in the Village Hall on Saturday 15th June at 7.30pm. It was agreed that the nominating organisations be invited to have a display at the event. 

It now being 10pm the meeting was adjourned until Monday 18th March at 7pm

Meeting reconvened 18th March at 7pm in Rainhill Village Hall.

110 LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMISSION - WARDING OF RAINHILL 

Discussion took place on the proposals being considered by St. Helens Council for re-drawing the ward boundaries of Rainhill. Concern was expressed at the adverse effect the proposals would have on Rainhill. Considerable concern was expressed that the three proposals being considered by St. Helens Council would all remove some 20% of the existing Borough Ward from Rainhill with the new proposed boundary running right through the village centre.  

It was agreed that the Parish Council would submit its own comprehensive proposals for creating 15 Borough Wards in St. Helens, which would leave the Rainhill ward, very much as it presently exists. The Parish Council unanimously agreed to accept the following proposal.

"The Parish Council does not believe that any of the three options under consideration by St. Helens MBC fit the criteria used by the Local Government Commission for England in that they do not take account that town and parish boundaries should form the building blocks for principal local authority electoral arrangements and the Parish Council would recommend that the Rainhill ward of St. Helens MBC remain coterminous with that of the Parish Boundary and that 15 wards of three councillors be the plan adopted for the Borough."  

111 DRAINING FOOTBALL PITCHES

The Chairman commended the principle of individual Parish Councillors drawing attention to situations, which adversely affect the amenities, provided for residents of the parish. He welcomed the report submitted by Cllr. Thompson on the condition of the playing fields and the associated football pitches he also thanked the Clerk for preparing a briefing report which provided a factual history and researched current provisions. He indicated that the two documents together with Cllr. Thompson written response to the Clerks report provided a sound basis for debate.  The Chairman then drew member's attention to the previous agenda item which involved boundary changes in St. Helens.  He indicated that all the current proposals for boundary changes involved extensive changes to the geographical areas covered by the parish.  He indicated concern that the real possibility existed of the boundary changes removing some of the playing fields out of the parish. He then expressed the view that it would be imprudent to spend parish reserves and commit parish residents to service loans for functions which would no longer be in the care of the parish. 

The Chairman moved the following motion:

"In view of the uncertainties relating to the future Parish Boundaries and consequent responsibilities for some playing fields, I propose that discussion on this item be postponed until the proposed Boundary Changes have been finalised, agreed and implemented." 

The motion was agreed unanimously.        

112 PARISH COUNCIL CODE OF CONDUCT

It was agreed to accept the Code of Model Conduct for Parish Councils as defined in Statutory Instrument 2001 No: 3576. It was agreed that the effective date of implementation would be 20th April 2002. 
113 RESIDENTS' COMMENTS, COMPLAINTS & URGENT MATTERS
It was agreed that due to the concerns expressed by residents relating to the tree planting in Swan Farm Gardens all Councillors should visit the playing field in order to view for themselves the concerns raised by residents. It was further agreed that the matter would be an agenda for the next meeting.  

The actions taken by the Clerk in relation to issues raised by residents were noted and the actions taken endorsed. Councillors raised the following matters: 

a) Concern was expressed at the dog fouling and litter in Rainhill.

b) Information was sought on the shop premises on the corner of View Road and the position with the current planning application. 

c) The meeting was informed that Warbuton Hey Playing Field had large amounts of litter and broken glass on the children's play area. 

114 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 13th May 2002 the venue being Rainhill Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8pm  



_________________________



Chairman of the Parish Council



13th May 2002 
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