


RAINHILL PARISH COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 13th May 2002 at Rainhill Village Hall at 7.45pm, the following were present:

Councillors:  C.J. Kedge JP, C.M. Kedge, D.H. Wright,  J. Carroll, C. Wilson, 



   W.M. Wood, G. Jamieson, H. Johnson, C. Moore



   Inspector D. Blackburn Merseyside Police

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Received from B. Heydon, P. Speakman, N. Thompson, M.J. Doyle JP, 

Mr. H.Whitfield also tendered apologies.

2 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING   

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2002 and the reconvened meeting on 18th March were approved as a correct record with the following amendments.

It was confirmed that Cllr. Moore had been in attendance for the reconvened meeting on 18th March but not the meeting on 11th March.

For the sake of clarification it was noted that the house name "High Lee" was used to identify the property the subject of planning application P/02/0280 136 Mill Lane  

3 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

No matters arising. 

4 POLICE REPORT

Inspector Blackburn was in attendance and indicated that currently the detection rate for Rainhill was in the order of 10%. Over the past month 33 arrests had been made. A big problem was currently thefts especially from garages in the area.  The previous week four offences of violence had taken place in Rainhill Road. Theft from cars was becoming more frequent at the Victoria Hotel car park.  The previous Friday many youths, the majority not local, had gathered in the village.   Additional police foot patrols had been in Rainhill on Friday and Saturday.  Deepdale Drive was currently experiencing youth problems.

5 CLERK'S REPORT
The Clerk indicated that on 4th April he had met with Superintendent Clarke and been given an assurance the policing of Rainhill would improve and that a permanent police base would be established within the next twelve month once suitable premises had been obtained.  

It was reported that a successful prosecution had taken place in St. Helens Magistrates Court for non-compliance with a planning enforcement notice in respect of parking on the land adjacent to the railway station.

It was confirmed that the Charter Mark application deadline for submission was 31st May and that the Assessor would be visiting Rainhill on 10th July. 

6 CORRESPONDENCE

Mrs Richards - Request for use of Youth Club as a nursery

Mr. Sowerby - Condition and future use of Youth Club

Mr. Baker - Request for Football Pitch Hire

Mrs Shuttleworth - Freezrite store Dane Court

P. Speakman - Youth Club

St. Helens MBC - Periodic Electoral Review

St. Helens MBC - Invitation to official reception with Mayor

St. Helens Council - Minutes

St. Helens MBC - Code of Conduct Training

St. Helens MBC - Peoples Panel

St. Helens Council - Mayors Sunday 19th May 2002

DEFRA - Future of Parish Councils

Weightmans Solicitors - Licence Blundells Hill Golf Club

CPRE - Transport Campaign Group

Merseyside Police Authority - Minutes of Police Forum 6th March 2002

St. Helens CVS - Various Correspondence

CPRE - Planning Update

Audit Commission - New Audit Arrangements 

Mrs J. Barr - Noise problems from adjacent factories

St. Helens Sports Council - Minutes

St. Helens Coalition of Disabled People - Constitution

LAPTC - Various correspondence

Environmental Agency - Local Environment 

7 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/02/0332 505 Warrington Road (Victoria Hotel) demolish Shop and provide garden area

P/02/0477  505 Warrington Road - Demolish existing Building (Next to Victoria Hotel)

It was felt that permission should be withheld to demolish this building until such time as a clear definition of the use for the site had been established. Details of the materials to be used in the boundary wall should be clearly indicated as the building was within the Conservation Area. 

P/02/0336 14 Stonecross - Conversion of garage to playroom

The conversion of the garage should be conditional on the fact that on street parking would not result. 

P/02/0345 Post Office Warrington Road - Installation of Cash Machine in window area.

It was felt that the application lacked detail of the building materials that would be used. Being in the Conservation area it was felt important that appropriate materials should be used. The building in which the post office was housed already had uncompleted work that detracted from the Conservation Area arising from a previous planning application. 

No observations were made on the following applications:

P/02/0298  115 Deepdale Drive - Single storey extension.

P/02/0307 35 Vincent Road - Rear conservatory

P/02/0338 810 Warrington Road - Erection of detached bungalow to rear 

P/02/0339 21 Goldsworth Fold - Single & two storey ext. to form lounge and bedroom.

P/02/0344 10 Kirkham Fold - Two storey ext. to side and conservatory to rear.

P/02/0349 3 Wharfedale Drive - Conservatory to rear and utility room and pitched roof.

P/02/0353 52 Ritherup Lane - Erection of detached dwelling

P/02/0368 2 Jackson Close - Two storey front/side ext. granny flat, garden room, bathroom.    

P/02/0380 Foxs Bank Lane - Erection of telephone mast

P/02/0382 9 Derwent Close - Two storey side and rear extension conservatory, kitchen etc

P/02/0388 23 Lawton Road - Two storey Extension and conservatory.

P/ 02/0450 23 Mossdale Drive - Single storey extension

P/02/0468  30 Mossdale Drive - Replace existing flat roof with pitched roof

P/02/0482  14 Porter Close - Two story extension

8 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was RESOLVED that payment of the under mentioned accounts be agreed:

ACCOUNTS  MARCH 2002

Details
                                 £
        Voucher

St Helens MBC - Tree Pruning St. Ann's Churchyard
578.45
2137

Telco Telephone Calls
17.01
2138

Group 4 Falck Charter Mark Application 
440.63
2139

D. Blanchflower Stationery/Postage/Telephone
82.86
2140

Rainhill Village Hall Donation
8966.81
2141

D. Blanchflower Home Office Allowance
310.00
2142

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
10,395.76

Accounts Financial Year 2002/2003

D. Charlton Annual Report Typesetting
240.00
2143

Magazine Printing - Print Annual Report 2002
837.90
2144

Scottish Power Electricity
76.06
2145

Scottish Power Electricity
85.74
2146

CHEQUE CANCELLED

2147

St. Helens MBC - Refuse removal village hall
720.94
2148

St. Helens MBC - Leases Parks
6.00
2149

Ravenhead Services - Mats village hall
335.93
2150

Telco - Telephone calls
14.82
2151

Mrs Harnetty Cleaners Wage
74.40
2152

CPRE Affiliation Fee 
25.00
2153

D. Blanchflower Salary April
792.96
2154

Merseyside Pension Fund
272.67
2155

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
370.20
2156

D. Blanchflower Salary May
792.96
2157

Merseyside Pension Fund
272.67
2158

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
370.20
2159


Telco Telephone Calls
12.88
2160

Colin George Repairs Youth Club Roof
235.00
2161

Nother Stage Services Curtains Village Hall
4,792.82
2162

J. McNally Clerks Office Equipment (Commuter)
849.99
2163

D. Blanchflower. LAPTC Audit Training Course
5.00
2164 

G. Mason Churchyard Maintenance April
266.72

Total Expenditure
£11,450.86


9 REPORTS 
· Public Open Spaces: No report. 
· Youth Club: The Clerk reported that he had instructed a contractor to undertake emergency repairs to the roof following a request for help from the club chairman. It was agreed that the Youth Club Management committee should be required to pay the full cost of £235 minus the VAT. The action of the Clerk in undertaking this work was endorsed. 
      Based upon the contractor's report on the roof and the general lack of repair to the building the Council took the view that the Youth Club Management Committee was not fulfilling their obligations under the lease. The Clerk was instructed to write and require that the Club Committee give a clear indication of when and how they intended to bring the building back into good repair. It should also be indicated to the committee that failure to provide this information would result in consideration being given to terminating the lease. 

The Clerk was also instructed to insure the building in the event that the Youth Club Management Committee did not have appropriate insurance.
    
· Churchyard Committee: No report
· Rainhill Village Hall Management Committee: AGM was on Tuesday 21st May.   
· St. Helens District Sports Council: No report

· Rainhill Heritage Society: A visit to Skipton was planned for the summer.
· Merseytravel Advisory Panel: No meeting. 
· Crime Prevention Team: No police officer was present at the meeting on 3rd April. The police surgery in the same building also did not have a police officer in attendance. It was intended to issue all HomeWatch Leaders with an Amstrad Emailer to enable them to communicate with each other and with St. Helens Crime Reduction Office. 
· Victim Support: A full report was given by Cllr. Mrs Kedge on the group's activities. 
· St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service: Would be soon moving office to town centre site. 
· Merseyside Association of Parish Councils: The next meeting would be at Rainford on 29th May.
10 CIVIC SOCIETY - REPRINTING HISTORY OF RAINHILL BOOK

It was agreed that the Civic Society were to be commended on their decision to reprint the book which was an essential reference book to the history of Rainhill. It was agreed to donate £400 under clause 137 powers to the Civic Society as a donation towards printing costs.
11 SWAN FARM GARDENS - TREE PLANTING 

It was confirmed that all Councillors had visited the park and observed for themselves the tree planting. The Council confirmed that its policy of tree planting was appropriate as being the most effective way of combating global warming especially as Merseyside had a lower tree density than any other part of Britain. The Clerk was asked to write and apologise to the three residents who had formally raised concerns for the lack of consultation prior to planting. It was also agreed to enter into dialogue with St. Helens Parks Manager with a view to some selective thinning of the planting density of trees in the winter period.

12 ANNUAL AUDIT - NEW REGULATIONS

The Council was very concerned at the implications of the new regulations. It did appear that the external auditor was being paid to do very little. Concern was also expressed at a system that gave the external auditor liberty to ask any question of the Council for which an additional fee, possibly running into hundreds of pounds would be payable. Concern was also expressed at a system that required the Council to find an internal auditor who was not connected in any way with the Council.  It was agreed to write to the Audit Commission and indicate strong dissatisfaction with the new audit process. 

13 HOUGHTON STREET PEDESTRIANISATION

It was agreed to seek discussions with officers of St. Helens Council relating to the possibility of a partnership arrangement with a view to the pedestrianisation of Houghton Street. 

14 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2002  

It was confirmed that the 2002 Annual Parish Meeting had been attended by 65 residents, with many of these residents having concerns relating to the proposed Borough Ward Boundary changes. It was agreed that consideration needed to be given to informing all residents of the draft proposals of the Boundary Committee when they are published in October 2002.  

The Clerk reported that he had raised with St. Helens Council the issues relating to the land at the rear of Deepdale Drive and the quality of street cleaning in the St. James Road area. 

It was agreed that due to the increasing attendance at the Annual Parish Meeting the upstairs room at the village hall should be booked for 2003.  

15 RESIDENTS' COMMENTS, COMPLAINTS & URGENT MATTERS
The actions taken by the Clerk in relation to issues raised by residents since the last meeting were noted and the actions taken endorsed. Councillors raised the following matters: 

a) A sign on the Railway Bridge on Warrington Road was damaged and hanging loose. 

16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 10th June the venue being Rainhill Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.50pm  



_________________________



Chairman of the Parish Council



10th June 2002
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