MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RAINHILL HELD ON

 WEDNESDAY 5th MAY 2004 - 7.30 pm 

Rainhill Village Hall PRIVATE 

Present:    Cllrs: C.J. Kedge JP, C.M. Kedge, H. Johnson JP, W. Wood, J. Carroll, C. Wilson,

 M.J. Doyle JP, J.DeAsha, J. Kelly, G. Jamieson 

Apologies: Cllrs: N. Thompson, L. Myers.  

Also present:  Sgt P. Phillips and 25 local government electors.

The Chairman Cllr. Mike Doyle welcomed all present to the meeting and indicated that the concept of a public meeting at which residents could hold the Council accountable was unique to Parish Councils in as much as no other tier of government was required to hold an open meeting for residents. He indicated that residents could raise any issue they wished and question the Councillors on their activities over the past year. 

Minutes of previous meeting:

It was agreed that the minutes of the 2003 meeting be accepted.

Matters Arising:

Cllr. Doyle outlined the issues that had been raised at the 2003 meeting and the actions that had been taken to address those issues.  

Chairman's Report:

Cllr. Doyle gave a report on the activities of the Parish Council over the past year, indicating that the Council had been active in a number of areas including the provision of a Cop Shop in Rainhill and the leasing of the Youth Club to Barnardo’s who were refurbishing the building at a cost of £150,000.  He also indicated that the Parish Council had maintained its precept at the same level for the past four years and that 2004 had seen a reduction of 1.5% in the precept raised from individual residential properties. 

Cllr Doyle explained the concept of the Good Citizenship Award and the way it was intended to recognise those residents who did so much to enrich the life of Rainhill. He reported that three awards had been presented in March 2004 to Mrs Betty Nixon, Mrs Sheila Cropper and Mr. Warren in recognition of their voluntary work for the community of Rainhill. 

The work of the Police Community Support Officers into Rainhill was recognised and they were commended on their fund raising efforts for Children in Need. 

Financial Statement:

The Chairman explained that the financial statement circulated contained provisional accounts, as the full audit by the Parish Council Auditor would not be completed until later in year. After the audit the full accounts would be available in Rainhill Library and on the website.  

Police Report:

Sgt Phillips presented a comprehensive report on the crime statistics of Rainhill over the past year. He indicated that the increase in some categories of crime were the result of a Home Office directive on what should be included in the various categories and did not necessarily mean that those areas showed an actual increase.

The staffing of the Cop Shop was explained and it was indicated that the number of Community Support Officers was now down to four due mainly to the existing officers being promoted to the post of Police Officers.

It was explained that a traffic warden was operating on a regular basis within Rainhill as numerous complaints were being received about parking on pavements and yellow lines. 

One resident raised concerns about Police response times to 999 calls.

Organisation Reports:

Mr David Whitley outlined the work of the Civic Society indicating that regular meetings were held with quest speakers and new members were always welcome.  He indicated that the number of entries for the Rainhill in Bloom competition had been disappointing and urged more residents to enter the competition. 

He indicated that currently they were in talks with Rainhill Rotary with a view to replacing the plaques in Rainhill village centre of the locomotives that entered the Rainhill Trials, as 2004 was the 175th Anniversary of the Trials.

Matters Raised By Residents:

Cllr. Doyle invited residents to comment on the level of service provided by the Parish Council and to raise any issues of concern or suggestions for improving the service provision. The meeting was supportive of the work of the Parish Council and the way it kept residents informed. 

1. A resident queried why the Indoor Bowling Club was not listed in the Annual Parish Report. It was explained that organisations had to submit their contact details and the Indoor Bowling Club had never submitted details. 

2. A resident asked why the land in Exchange Place could not be made into a car park It was explained that the Parish Council had taken possession of this land and landscaped it at a cost of several thousand pounds but did not have full ownership of the land.  

3. Mr. E. Golden raised the issue of car parking in Rainhill and the lack of public toilets. It was explained that St. Helens Council had removed the public toilet that had existed in Rainhill some ten years ago after repeated vandalism. 

4. Mr. R. Ormston raised concerns about the deteriorating condition of the sports pavilion on the Holt Playing.  It was indicated that the rebuilding of the facilities was beyond the financial means of the Parish Council Parish as the likely cost was in excess of £200,000 to provide a building to modern standards. Discussions were on going with St. Helens Council with a view to the provision of a new building. 

5. Mr. C. Tigwell asked if the Council had any information on the future use of Briers Hey and enquired if it was a listed building. The only information the Parish Council had was that Lancashire County Council owned the building and that part of it was no longer in use.

6. It was indicated that rainwater drains were blocked in Tasker Terrace by the railway station and Mill Lane near Quarry Cottage. The Chairman explained that residents should report such matters directly to St. Helens Council on Tel: 01744 456000 asking for the Contact Centre as the Parish Council had no responsibility for these matters.   

7. A view was expressed that the traffic light filter at the junction of Rainhill Road and Warrington Road should be in operation at all times and not just at peak periods.  

8. A number of residents raised queries about the re-location of the bus stops in Rainhill expressing concern as to safety and traffic congestion. It was agreed to pass these concerns to Merseytravel.

9. Concern was expressed about vehicles parking on pavements especially at the top of View Road.

10. The view was expressed that the appearance of St. Ann’s School entrance was unsightly and that the school lacked adequate security fencing. Concern was also expressed that the safety barriers at the entrance were not substantial and that a longer run of safety barriers should exist on the pavement edge to stop children running onto the road.  Cllr. Doyle indicated that these were matters outside the control of the Parish Council and it was perhaps appropriate that the Chair of Governor for St. Ann’s School be advised of the issues raised.

11. A resident wished to put on record thanks to St. Helens Council for the improvements carried out at the Ashton Avenue Park.

12. It was confirmed that the CCTV cameras located in Rainhill were now fully operational.

Mr. Chris Tigwell moved a vote of thanks for all the work undertaken by the Parish Council on behalf of the residents indicating that all Councillors acted in a voluntary capacity.  He stated that the Parish Council had always reacted to the needs of residents and as a result Rainhill was a community well served by its Parish Council. The views expressed were fully supported by all present.

The Chairman called the meeting to a close at 9 pm thanking all those who had attended for the valuable contribution they make to the life of Rainhill by just highlighting issues of concern. He thanked the meeting for the clear way that support had been expressed for the work of the Parish Council. He assured the meeting that the Parish Council would address all issues that had been raised for which it had responsibility and pass others to the appropriate body for action.

Chairman:................ ..................................

10th May 2004

