


RAINHILL PARISH COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 10th May 2004 at Rainhill Village Hall at 7.45pm, the following were present:

Cllrs:  M.J. Doyle JP, G. Jamieson, C.J. Kedge JP, C.M. Kedge, J. Kelly, C. Wilson, 

W. Wood. J. Carroll. 

Also present: Mrs E. Wood, Sgt. P. Phillips Merseyside Police.

113 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs: B. Heydon, J. DeAsha, N. Thompson, J.Watkinson, H. Johnson JP.

114 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

None.

115 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15th March 2004 were agreed as a correct record.

116 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Minute 103: Cllr. Doyle reported that he had arranged for St. Helens Council to loan tools and equipment to the Police Community Support Officers for the brook cleaning project at the Amanda Road playing field. 

Minute 106:  St. Helens Planning had turned down planning applications P/2004/0163 and P/2004/0124.

Minute 111: It was confirmed that no action had yet been taken to erect “NO Golf” signs at the playing fields.

117 POLICE REPORT

It was reported that the Cop Shop in the village centre was to have two open days over the next two weeks. Statistics on crime within the Rainhill area were given and it was noted that much of this crime was vehicle related. 

Concern was expressed at the large number of vehicles still parking on pavements and yellow lines within the village. 

118 MINUTES OF THE 2004 PARISH MEETING

1) The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record with it being noted that under item (9) pavement parking also included Craven Road. The actions already taken by the Clerk in respect of the issues raised that were not the direct Parish Council responsibility were noted. It was noted that under item (5) the Briers Hey School was now fully closed and up for sale.   

It was agreed that those items that were the responsibility of the Parish Council be dealt with as follows:

1) Any organisation wishing to have their details in the Annual Report or to update information must supply the necessary information to the Clerk.

2) The land in Exchange Place would remain a grassed area.

3) It was agreed not to provide public toilets in the village.

4) A safety inspection would be made of the Holt Pavilion and Mr. Evans from St. Helens Council would be invited to the next meeting to discuss a replacement pavilion.

119 CLERK'S REPORT
The Clerk reported that the Scouts had delivered 4,800 copies of the Annual Report to homes in Rainhill with a few properties not receiving copies because they did not have letter boxes or were flats and access could not be gained.

The Clerk reported on his actions in respect of residents concerns relating to the Oak Tyres planning application, which sought to remove previously imposed conditions relating to traffic movement.

Special thanks were extended to the Clerk and to his wife for the work involved in arranging the Good Citizenship Awards Evening with special thanks to Mrs Blanchflower for her assistance on the evening.   

120 CORRESPONDENCE

Mrs E. Brown – Texaco Petrol Station Advertising Signs

M. D. Shawcross – Traffic Congestion Warrington Road

Mason Landscapes – Churchyard Maintenance 

St. Ann’s Church PCC – Churchyard safety/ fallen trees

BT – Removal of telephone boxes

Mrs S. Cropper – Good Citizenship Award 2004-04-30

Planning Inspectorate – Victoria Trading Estate Telephone Mast rejection of appeal

St Helens MBC – Planning Appeal P/2003/1061 Fairchild Farm

St Helens MBC – Planning Appeal P/2003/1324 Fairchild Farm

St Helens MBC – Planning Application P/2004/0163 Planning Committee Meeting

St Helens MBC – Planning Committee Changes

Merseytravel – St Helens Panel Meeting 30th April 

121 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

P/04/0348 Texaco petrol station Warrington Road – Advertising signs – (It was considered that the erection of such signs would constitute a road safety hazard due to the sharp bend in the road.) 

P/04/0465 140 St James Road – Alterations to existing building and new build to form 9 dwellings. (It was considered that whilst the proposed development was visually appealing it was an over development of the site and concern was expressed that not enough car parking spaces were being provided on the site).

P/04/0573 2A View Road – Change of use from Class 3 (Dwelling) to office. (It was accepted that the change of use was in keeping with the general use of the building but concern was expressed that ample car parking space did not exist on the site for all the individual users of the building and that the change of use should require dedicated parking spaces).

P/04/0588 51 Amanda Road – First floor extension above existing garage and conversion of garage to playroom. (It was felt that this application should only be granted subject to adequate car parking space being available on the site as the loss of the garage could result in on street parking.) 

No observations were made on the following applications:

P/04/0339 37 Mooreway – Rear single storey extension

P/04/0340 8 View Road – Erection of two storey dwelling to rear of existing property

P/04/0355 138 Rainhill Road – Rear conservatory

P/04/0357 4A Albany Cottage Lawton Road – Rear extension and conservatory

P/04/0362 Woods House Farm School Lane Two storey garage with office over

P/04/0414 1 Briers Close – First floor extension

P/04/0438 St Ann’s Church – Security fence to rear of building

P/04/0443 16 Stour Avenue – Single storey side extension to form porch, garage, kitchen, conservatory

P/04/0447 209 Longton Lane – Single storey rear extension

P/04/0450 32 Derwent Close – Side extension to form kitchen and bathroom

P/04/0500 8 Goldsworth Fold – Rear Conservatory

P/04/0510 15 Renwick Avenue – Rear conservatory, porch and conversion of garage to study

P/04/0562 38 Kendricks Fold – Two storey side extension

P/04/0570 91 Mooreway – Rear Conservatory

P/04/0600 29 Fairlie Drive – Erection of porch, two storey side extension and single storey rear extension  

122 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was RESOLVED that payment of the under mentioned accounts be agreed:

Accounts 2003/2004

Details
£
Voucher

Rainhill Village Hall Surplus of years allocation
411.19
2385

D. Blanchflower Post, telephone, Home Office Allowance
455.61
2386

D. Blanchflower Cleaning Material
2.54
2387

D. Blanchflower Salary February 2004
842.15
2388

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
435.91
2389

Merseyside Pension Fund Contributions
293.50
2390

D. Blanchflower Salary March 2004   
797.17
2391

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
497.89
2392

Merseyside Pension Fund Contributions
293.50
2393

Scottish Power Electricity Holt POS
32.17
2394

Accounts 2004/2005

Details
£
Voucher

St. Helens MBC Leases Playing Field 
6.00
2395

Ravenhead Services Mats Village Hall
268.75
2396

Scottish Power Electricity Rainhill Park
95.22
2397

Telco Telephone Calls
16.78
2398

Mrs C. Kirwan Cleaner Wage April
51.01
2399

Acorn Tree Services tree removal churchyard
200.00
2400

Magazine Printing Plc Annual Report Printing
803.20
2401

David Charlton Typesetting/Delivery
272.00
2402

Mrs C. Kirwan Cleaning Wage May
63.76
2403

United Utilities Water Holt POS 
32.40
2304

Rainhill Scouts Delivery Annual Report
200.00
2305

D. Blanchflower Salary May
843.01
2306

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
434.18
2307

Merseyside Pension Fund
293.50
2308

D. Blanchflower Salary May
843.01
2309

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
437.78
2310

Merseyside Pension Fund
293.50
2311

MAPTC Affiliation Fee
875.85
2312

G. Mason Churchyard Maintenance April 
274.19 
Direct Debit

123 APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS FOR 2003/2004

The finalised accounts for 2003/2004 were formally approved and signed by the Chairman. The supported documentation including year-end bank reconciliation were noted.

124 INVESTMENT STRATEGY 2004/2005

It was noted that on 17th March 2003 the Government issued guidance in relation to “Investments” requiring all Parish Councils with investments above £10,000 to agree an investment strategy. It was formally agreed that the Investment Strategy for Rainhill Parish Council for the financial year 2004/2005 would be as follows.

“For the 2004/2005 financial year the Parish Council will have an investment strategy that restricts its investments to the Nat West Bank Current Account, Reserve Account and Treasury Reserve Account. With investments in the Treasury Reserve Account being made for maximum periods of one month.  It will be the prime objective of the Council to ensure security and liquidity of its investments and we consider this investment strategy will meet these objectives. The Parish Council will have regard to the guidance document, Local Government Investments – Guidance under Section 15(1)(a) of the Local Government Act 2003 when making investments without formally adopting any specific part of the guidance.” 

125 SCHEDULE OF FUTURE MEETINGS

It was agreed that the future meetings of the Parish Council would be as follows:

12th July, 6th September, 18th October, 6th December 2004 

24th January, 21st March 2005.

Parish Meeting Wednesday 4th May 2005

9th May, 11th July, 5th September, 17th October, 5th December 2005

23rd January, 20th March 2006   

126 REPORTS 
· Public Open Spaces: 

It was confirmed that the erection of fencing on the boundary of Martin Close and the Holt POS was now complete. It was agreed that residents of Martin Close should once again be informed that they must not plant shrubbery along the fence line. It was also agreed to plant trees adjacent to the fence line.

Concern was expressed that the junior football team using the Holt POS appeared not to have permission for the actual number of teams they had using the pitches. It was noted that at the Annual Parish Meeting they had indicating they now had five teams. It was agreed to inform them that the permitted number of junior teams allowed to use the Holt POS was three.  

· Youth Club Building:  The Clerk was still progressing the scheme for leasing the building with the Charity Commission. It was noted that the Charity Commission had now removed the Youth Club Charity from the list of registered charities. 

· Churchyard Committee: It was reported that the contractor was continuing to perform the maintenance work on the churchyard to a satisfactory standard. Concern was expressed that after some eight months St. Ann’s PCC had not yet rectified the safety issues relating to the churchyard raised with them in September 2003. It was noted that the only action taken was a letter of enquiry dated 10th April 2004 to the Diocese on the matter. 
· Rainhill Village Hall Management Committee:  No report.

· St. Helens District Sports Council: No Report.

· Rainhill Heritage Society: A visit to Snowdon is being organised.
· Merseytravel Advisory Panel:  Cllr. Wilson provided a full report. 

· Crime Prevention Team: A comprehensive written report supplied by Cllr. Wood.
· Victim Support: The closure of the Prescot office was now taking place with the admin function moving to Kirkby. 

· St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service:  The next meeting was on Monday 17th May.
· Merseyside Association of Parish Councils: Full written report presented by Cllr. Wood with the next meeting scheduled for 19th May at Whiston Town Council offices.
127 RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS AND COMPLAINTS

The actions taken by the Clerk in relation to issues raised by residents since the last meeting were noted and those actions endorsed.

The following matter was raised:

Harry Whitfield Memorial tree, it was agreed to check the suitability of the tree suggested by Cllr. Kelly.

128 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 12th July 2004 the venue being Rainhill Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.30pm  



_________________________


 
Chairman of the Parish Council


                                                       12th July 2004
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