MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RAINHILL HELD ON

 WEDNESDAY 10 MAY 2006 - 7.30 pm 

Rainhill Village Hall PRIVATE 

Present:    Cllrs:  J. DeAsha, M. Doyle JP, S. Glover, G. Jamieson, D. Kelly, J Kelly, C. Wilson, 

W. Wood.

Apologies: Cllr: B. Heydon, J. Carroll.  

Also present:  Inspector D. Blackburn and 7 local government electors.

The Chairman Cllr. Cathy Wilson welcomed all present to the meeting and introduced those Parish Councillors present. She indicated that residents could raise any issue they wished relating to the Parish Councils area of responsibility. 

Minutes of previous meeting:

It was agreed that the minutes of the 2005 meeting be accepted with no matters arising.

Chairman's Report:

Cllr. Wilson gave a report on the activities of the Parish Council over the past year, indicating that the Council had after five years holding the precept at a level of £48,500 had in 2006/7 reduced the precept demand on residents to £47,000. The Council had been active in a number of areas including 175th Anniversary of the Liverpool to Manchester Railway. It was explained that the Parish Council had been fully involved in the public discussions relating to the proposal by St Helens Council to extend the Rainhill Conservation area. It was indicated that close co-operation existed between the police and the Parish Council and that regular communication took place to ensure the Council was aware of the work of the police in ensuring Rainhill was a safe community. 

Financial Statement:

The Chairman explained that the financial statement circulated contained provisional accounts, as the full audit by the Parish Council Auditor would not be completed until later in year. After the audit the full accounts would be available in Rainhill Library and on the website.  An explanation was given of Section 137 payments. 

Police Report:

Inspector Blackburn reported on the policing of Rainhill indicating that crime statistics indicated falling levels of crime in Rainhill. He indicated that one area of concern remained car crime in particular cars left on car parks. The police were addressing this issue and had made a number of arrests. The aim of the police was to try and prevent crime happening as opposed to solving crime after the event. Concern was expressed at the amount of pavement parking and parking by parents outside schools. It was accepted that this was a social problem that residents needed to address by being more aware of the dangers of poor parking especially on pavements and outside schools. It was indicated that the Police hoped to stage four youth discos over the summer months for the youth of Rainhill. 

Organisation Reports:

Mr David Whitley outlined the work of the Civic Society indicating that over the past twelve months the society had been active in holding meetings with several very good speakers. They had also fully participated in the consultation relating to the Rainhill Conservation area.  

He also commented on the societies website and the fact that 2005 had seen an increase in the entrants for the Rainhill in Bloom competition.  

Matters Raised By Residents:

Cllr. Wilson invited residents to comment on the level of service provided by the Parish Council and to raise any issues of concern or suggestions for improving the service provision. The meeting was supportive of the work of the Parish Council and the way it kept residents informed. 

1. Concern was expressed that a particular rainwater gully outside St Ann’s Church on Warrington Road was blocked. The meeting was advised that as this was not a parish council responsibility St Helens Council would be informed. 

2. Comment was made in respect of the work currently taking place to turn the Dane Court Car Park into pay and display.  It was indicated that the parish council did not support this change but had no powers to stop it, as it was a private car park owned by the shopping centre.   

3. Cllr. Doyle provided clarification on the purpose of the road works currently being undertaken at the Stoops roundabout. 

4. In response to a query about the Kingsdale Avenue public telephone it was confirmed that BT intended removing the facility. It was indicated that the Parish Council had consulted local residents and had received no objections to the proposal to removal of the box. 

5. Cllr. Doyle gave information on the progress of the pavement work in the village centre indicating that more bollards would be installed to prevent vehicles parking on the paved areas. . 

Mr. Frank Kelly moved a vote of thanks for all the work undertaken by the Parish Council on behalf of the residents indicating that residents appreciated the voluntary efforts of the all Councillors to improve the living environment of Rainhill. The views expressed were fully supported by all present.

The Chairman called the meeting to a close at 8.35 pm thanking all those who had attended.

Chairman:..................................................

15th May 2006

