


RAINHILL PARISH COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 12th July 2004 at Rainhill Village Hall at 7.45pm, the following were present:

Cllrs: C.J. Kedge JP, J. Carroll, B. Heydon, C.M. Kedge, G. Jamieson, J. Kelly, C. Wilson, H. Johnson JP, W. Wood. 

Also present: Mrs E. Wood, Sgt. P. Phillips Merseyside Police.

129 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs: J. DeAsha, Cllr. M. Doyle JP, N. Thompson, J.Watkinson. 

130 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

None.

131 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2004 were agreed as a correct record subject to Minute 122 indicating that voucher 2306 related to the April 2003 salary payment to the Clerk.

132 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Minute 127: Following a report from the Clerk on the suitability trees it was agreed that a native tree be planted in memory of Harry Whitfield in the village hall grounds. 

133 POLICE REPORT

It was reported that five Police Community Support Officers were based in Rainhill. It was indicated that the main cause for concern continued to be the level of vehicle related crime. 

Discussion took place on the merits of lighting public open spaces to help reduce youth problems. As no firm evidence appeared to exist on the effectiveness of reducing youth disorder from lighting parks it was agreed that Cllr. C. J. Kedge would liase with the police and report back on costings and the effectiveness of installing lighting on public parks.  

134 HOLT PAVILION

Mr. Evans who has responsibility for leisure facilities for St. Helens Council attended the meeting to discuss the replacement of the sports pavilion at the Holt POS. It was noted that Rainhill Parish Council had responsibility for 20% of the football pitches available for hire in St. Helens. The cost of a replacement pavilion was likely to be in the region of £400,000 and even with external funding a contribution of 40% would need to be made by St. Helens Council/Rainhill Parish Council. The Parish Council took the view that it was unable to meet the £160,000 cost involved and as such St. Helens Council would need to meet the contributory cost if a replacement pavilion was to be provided. It was agreed that the Parish Council would write to the Chief Executive of St. Helens Council indicating the urgent need to replace the pavilion on the Holt POS and enquiring what plans St. Helens Council had for doing this. 

135 CLERK'S REPORT
The Clerk reported that he understood that Rainhill Recreation Club had formally enquired of St. Helens Council as to the possibility of purchasing a section of Rainhill Park. It was noted that even in the unlikely event that the Recreation Club was able to purchase the land it would not affect the control the Parish Council exercised over the land by its existing lease. 

136 CORRESPONDENCE

St Ann’s Church – Gravestones, walls, paths.

Merseyside Police – Lighting  Amanda Road Park

Mr. B. Smith – Internal Auditors Report.

United Utilities – Payment of water charges at Rainhill Park

Mr.Roberts – Bus Stop Facilities/Bus Route 61

Merseytravel – Rainhill Interchange Improvements

St. Helens Council – Planning Consultation meeting

LAPTC – Various Correspondence

Planning Appeals – Wylde Cop Mill Land & 16 Alness Drive

Rainhill Civic Society – Rainhill Stoops Roundabout/ Bus Stops in Village 

Mr. G. Hogan – Mill Lane Traffic Calming 

137 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/04/0563 533 Warrington Road – New dwelling at rear of War Memorial (It was considered that the proposed dwelling would adversely effect the war memorial and as such was not a suitable development for the site. In addition the site had no vehicular access). 

P/04/0776 Kwik Save – New signs (Somerfield) (It was considered that the signs were oversized and not suitable for a conservation area)

P/04/0807 Kwik Save – Extension to car park (It was felt that the proposed car park extension should include tree planting similar the planning permission that already existed to extend the car park. Attention should also be given to removing the tree stumps near the entrance.)
No observations were made on the following applications:

P/04/0682 24 St Winifreds Road – Two-storey side extension 

P/04/0710 16 Ivy Farm Road – Rear Conservatory

P/04/0721 8 Oak Meadows Court – Rear Conservatory

P/04/0784 Quick Spares – Erect new signs 

P/04/0795 27/29 Tree Tops View Road – Single storey extension

P/04/0812 2 Nidderdale Ave – Single storey side & rear extension

P/04/0814 35 St James Road – Erection of conservatory and garage

P/04/0827 692 Warrington Road – First floor side extension and rear ext to garage

P/04/0848 6 Sherman Drive – Demolish existing garage and build side extension, living room/kitchen

P/04/0865 37 View Road - Rear extension to form bathroom, balcony, living room, kitchen

P/04/0891 22 Toftwood Avenue – Two storey side extension living room, bathroom, bedroom 

P/04/0907 670 Warrington Road – single storey rear extension

P/04/0908 14 Park Avenue – Rear conservatory

P/04/0912 35 View Road – single storey rear extension

P/04/0915  26 Ivy Farm Road – Rear extension

P/04/0917 St Ann’s CE School – Erection 2.4 metre high weldmesh fencing

P/04/0924 722 Warrington Road – Single storey side extension to form kitchen, dining room & toilet

P/04/0926 22 View Road – Tree pruning

P/04/0956 Highway adjacent 34 Vincent Road – Erect Royal Mail pouch box

P/04/1032 11 Knowsley Road – Rear Conservatory

P/04/1038 60 Ritherup Lane – Substitution of house type to be built

138 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Details
£
Voucher

J. Pilling Fencing Holt POS
5205.25
2413

St. Helens Council Refuse Removal Village Hall
809.98
2414

Telco Telephone Calls April/May
14.21
2415

C. Kirwan Caretaking Holt POS (Holiday Pay)
51.01
2416

D. Blanchflower Salary June
843.01
2417

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
434.18
2418

Merseyside Pension Fund
293.50
2419

Scottish Power Electricity Rainhill Park 
85.27
2420

Scottish Power Electricity Holt POS
50.57
2421

D. Blanchflower Salary July
843.01
2422

Inland Revenue Tax/NI
419.79
2423

Merseyside Pension Fund
293.50
2424

D. Blanchflower Stationery/Postage
46.62
2425

CHEQUE CANCELLED
-
2426

United Utilities Water Charges Rainhill Park
952.32
2427

G. Mason Churchyard Maintenance May  
281.87 
Direct Debit

        “             “                    “            June 
281.87             “      “


(Previously £274.19 but increased by 2.8% inflation)
139 EXTERNAL AUDIT DOCUMENTATION IN RESPECT OF 2003/2004 AUDIT

The documentation from the External Auditor in respect of the 2003/2004 Audit was formally completed and signed the accounts having been approved. It was noted that the Internal Auditor had completed the appropriate section of the documentation having undertaken two internal audits during the year and was satisfied that the Parish Council fully complied with all the audit requirements.  

140 RAINHILL TRIALS PLAQUES

Having seen a sample of the proposed plaques that the Rainhill Civic Society, Rainhill Heritage Society and Rainhill Rotary intended to commission and erect in the village centre the Parish Council agreed to contribute £500 towards the total cost under its Section 137 powers 
141 WAR MEMORIAL 

It was agreed that the plaques currently displayed on the War Memorial gates were not appropriate and that steps be taken to remove the plaques. 

142 REPORTS 
· Public Open Spaces: 

No report.

· Youth Club Building:  The Clerk confirmed that the Charity Commission had now approved the lease of the building to Barnardo’s. 

· Churchyard Committee: It was noted that Liverpool Diocese had informed St. Ann’s PCC that they alone had responsibility for ensuring the safety of the headstones within the churchyard. In respect of the request from the PCC that the Parish Council contribute towards the cost of making the gravestones safe the Parish Council formally decided it would not be appropriate to contribute towards these costs.

In respect of the request from St. Ann’s PCC that the Parish Council resurface the churchyard paths and repoint the perimeter walls the Clerk was asked to produce a report for the September Parish Council meeting detailing the implications and extent of this work.

· Rainhill Village Hall Management Committee:  No report.

· St. Helens District Sports Council: No Report.

· Rainhill Heritage Society: The society has now finalised its winter programme of activities.
· Merseytravel Advisory Panel:  Cllr. Wilson provided a full report. 

· Crime Prevention Team: A comprehensive written report supplied by Cllr. Wood.
· Victim Support: It is intended to open a weekly drop in centre for victims of crime at Rainhill Cop Shop with Victim Support staff in attendance to offer support and guidance. 

· St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service:  No report. 
· Merseyside Association of Parish Councils: Cllr. Wood indicated that the November meeting would be held in Rainhill.
143 RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS AND COMPLAINTS

The actions taken by the Clerk in relation to issues raised by residents since the last meeting were noted and those actions endorsed.

The following matter was raised:

Vehicle access to the pensioner’s bungalows on Warrington Road.

Museum Sign

144 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 6th September 2004 the venue being Rainhill Village Hall. The meeting closed at 10pm  



_________________________


 
Chairman of the Parish Council


                                                       6th September 2004
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