


RAINHILL PARISH COUNCILPRIVATE 

At a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 5th November 2001 at Rainhill Village Hall 7.30pm, the following were present:

Councillors:
 C.J. Kedge JP, C.M. Kedge, D.H. Wright, M.J. Doyle JP, J. Carroll,



 H. Johnson JP, B. Heydon, C. Moore, G. Jamieson, W.M. Wood.

Also present: Mrs Wood, Inspector M. Woosey. 

57 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Received from P. Speakman, N. Thompson, C. Wilson

58 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING   

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2001 were agreed and signed as a true record. It was agreed that Cllr. J. DeAsha had arrived at the meeting at 8pm. 

59 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Minute 45 - The Clerk reported that Mr. T. Welch from St. Helens Planning had contacted him and it was now hopeful that action would be taken regarding the banner advertising signs within the village centre. 

Minute 46 - It was confirmed that the police had contacted the Clerk on the morning following the meeting and apologised for not attending the meeting. The officers had been on the way to the meeting but had carried out an arrest. The Clerk confirmed he had had an extended discussion with the officer. 

Minute 54 - It was agreed to change the 29th April 2002 meeting to 13th May 2002. It was also agreed that the Annual Parish meeting would be held on Tuesday 7th May 2002.

Minute 55(c) - It was reported that the bus service serving Holt Lane would be reinstated on 11th November. Cllr. Doyle was thanked for his work on this issue. 

60 POLICE REPORT
Inspector Woosey gave a full report on the vandalism that had taken place at the Millennium Centre on 30th October. It was explained that it had been planned to use special measures between 31st October and 4th November with additional police being placed in Rainhill including plainclothes officers. This measure was due to experiences from previous years of youth problems in Rainhill. What the police had not anticipated was that the problems would begin a day earlier on 30th October. Inspector Woosey accepted that groups of 50 plus youths, often mainly girls, had been roaming the village over the four days of the special operation. He indicated that all his officers could do was keep moving them on, as they had not been observed to do anything illegal. He also confirmed that Transport Police had been on duty at Rainhill Railway Station and confirmed that very few youths travelled into Rainhill on those dates. Based on this information he felt it was reasonable to assume that the youths roaming the village were mostly Rainhill residents. If this was the case then the parents of those youths involved must carry a major share of the blame for the problems their children had caused. Inspector Woosey indicated that in his view if the parents were not prepared to accept parental responsibility for their own children the youth problem in Rainhill would never be solved as he did not have the police resources to maintain a high police presence in Rainhill on a continual basis. It was indicated that in consultation with the Borough Councillors it had been agreed to arrange a public meeting in order to address how the youth problems in the village could be solved. The Parish Council welcomed this meeting and expressed the view that the agenda should be forward looking seeking solutions and not a meeting to raise concerns about matters now past.  

61 CLERK'S REPORT
The Clerk outlined his actions and work since the last meeting. He indicated he was progressing the issue of banner adverts in the village and the need for effective planning enforcement. Problems were being experienced with wastewater flowing onto the Warburton Hey Playing Field from the Launderette on Longton Lane.  The Clerk confirmed that St. Helens MBC who had secured funding for the project would erect three television cameras within the village centre.  It was intended this work would be completed within twelve months.  

62 CORRESPONDENCE

St. Helens MBC - Footpath adjacent to 52 Stapleton Road

St. Helens MBC - Planning Appeal Whiteways 98 Blundells Lane

St. Helens MBC - Planning appeal 14 Bishopdale Drive

St. Helens MBC - Standards Committee

St. Helens MBC - Periodic Electoral Review

St. Helens MBC - Painting of Exhibition Coach at library

Cabinet Office - Charter Mark Seminars for renewal applicants

Shaun Woodward - Civic Service (Unable to attend)

Mr. Belshaw - Application for use of Youth Club and Recreation Ground

 Nyland & Beattie - Coach & Horses transfer of Licence

Merseyside Police Authority - Police Forum Minutes 

Merseyside Pension Fund - Various correspondence

Zurich Municipal - Employers Liability Insurance Certificate

St. Helens Sports Council - Various correspondence

St. Helens Coalition of Disabled People - Various correspondence

CPRE - Newsletter

Society of Clerks - Request for Parish Councils to enrol Clerk in membership

Merseytravel - Advisory Panel minutes

LAPTC - Various correspondence

Merseytravel - Agenda/Minutes  

63 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/01/1064  Ex-Services Club - Portacabin changing rooms. (Cllrs Doyle, Jamieson and Carroll declared an interest and took no part in the discussion on this application)

It was agreed to object to the proposal to erect two portacabin buildings for use as changing facilities. It was the view of the Parish Council that if such facilities were required they should be provided by the construction of a permanent building that matched the existing club structure. Concern was also expressed that the proposal did not include facilities for washing, as no wastewater facilities were included.

 P/01/1092  "Delphlands" View Road - Removal of tree.

The Parish Council took the view that no real evidence existed that the tree had pushed down the wall as no root growth was to be seen near the wall. The tree was in poor condition but an attempt should be made to retain it.  

No observations were made on the following applications:

P/01/0935  1 Loyola Hey - Work to protected trees

P/01/0942  10 Calder Drive - Single storey ext.  Garage, kitchen and WC

P/01/0948  15 Fairclough Road - Rear single story ext. Kitchen/dining room.

P/01/0955  The Rocket Pub Warrington Road - illuminated sign

P/01/1024  10 Ansdell Villas Road - Single storey side ext. enlarge kitchen

P/01/1048  806 Warrington Road - Garage, hall and extend kitchen

P/01/1074  6 The Priory - Conservatory at rear.

P/01/1082  80 Longton Lane - Demolish single storey ext. and construct two storey.

P/01/1089  29 Sandhurst Road  - First floor extension to rear

P/01/1111  399 Warrington Road - demolish existing garage and construct new garage  

64 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was RESOLVED that payment of the undermentioned accounts be agreed:

Cheque Cancelled 
-
2082

Scottish Power Electricity Rainhill Park
87.34
2083

Scottish Power Electricity Holt POS
47.07
2084

Telco Telephone bill
13.36
2085

A. Harnetty Cleaner Wages October
59.52
2086

Ravenhead Services Mats Village Hall
335.95
2087

D. Blanchflower Postage/Stationary
47.39
2088

D. Blanchflower Cleaning equipment/keys
67.63
2089

D. Blanchflower Salary October
791.49
2090

Inland Revenue Tax/NI October
379.02
2091

Merseyside Pension Fund Contribution
222.35
2092

D. Blanchflower Home Office Allow (6months)
310.00
2093

Audit Commission Audit Fee 2000/2001        
682.09
2094
 

Plus Standing Order to Mason Landscapes for churchyard work 
£262.00   October 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
£3,305.21

65 REPORTS 
· Public Open Spaces: It was reported that the new system of clubs opening and closing the changing facilities at the Holt POS seemed to be working well.
· Youth Club: A number of applications for funding had been made by the management committee.  
· Churchyard Committee: It was reported that the churchyard committee had not yet met. 
· Rainhill Village Hall Management Committee: It was reported that external funding had been obtained to install the security equipment.  

· St. Helens District Sports Council: No report

· Rainhill Heritage Society: An interesting meeting had been held with a speaker on the Highland Railway. The next meeting was a quiz.
· Merseytravel Advisory Panel: No report

· Crime Prevention Team: No report.  
· Victim Support: Cllr. Mrs C. Kedge as well as being the Parish Council representative was now a fully trained volunteer with the scheme. 
· St. Helens Council for Voluntary Service: The proposed training day for members had been postponed. 
· Merseyside Association of Parish Councils: It was indicated that a meeting was due to take place on 7th November in Prescot.
66 PARISH COUNCIL SOCIAL EVENT

The written proposal by Cllr. C.J. Kedge was discussed. It was agreed to take no action at this time and give further consideration of the format of a social event at a later date. It was agreed to cancel the provisional date already booked for the Chairman's Evening.

67 APPOINTMENT OF CLEANER

The Parish Council formally agreed to appoint Mrs Annmarie Harnetty as cleaner at the Holt Pavilion with effect from 8th October 2002 on a salary of £4.96 per hour. The hours to be three per week during the football season. The terms and conditions of employment to be as per the "Written Statement of Employment". 

68 PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW

Cllr. C.J. Kedge spoke to the written report previously circulated to all Councillors. He indicated that himself; Cllr. DeAsha and the Clerk had attended the briefing meeting at St.Helens Town Hall with the Boundary Commission. Discussion took place on the implication of changes to the Borough ward boundaries on the Parish Council. 

69 RESIDENTS' COMMENTS, COMPLAINTS & URGENT MATTERS
i) The actions taken by the Clerk in relation to issues raised by residents were noted and the actions taken endorsed.  It was indicated that advice had been given to a local church on sources of funding for equipment for a church youth club.

ii) Councillors raised the following matters: 

a) Road markings at junction of Rainhill Road and Warrington Road. 

b) Water gullies in View Road were blocked. 

c) Favourable comments were made on the newly erected street signs and their excellent design. 

70 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Monday 10th December 2001 the venue being Rainhill Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.50p.m.  

__________________________

Chairman of the Parish Council

10th December 2001
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