“Victory for Rainhill Residents”

Rainhill Electoral Boundaries

On 25th March the Boundary Committee issued its final recommendations for the Electoral Boundaries for St. Helens.  It is pleasing to report that the Committee have decided that the electoral boundaries for Rainhill should stay as they are at present.

This decision represents a major change of mind by the Boundary Committee who in September 2002 in their draft recommendations wanted to split the community of Rainhill in two. In reaching its final recommendations the Boundary Committee states in respect of Rainhill. 

“…..having been convinced by very strong arguments of community identity, we propose retaining the existing borough ward.”

This decision is a real victory for the residents of Rainhill who supported and encouraged by Rainhill Parish Council sent in a record number of 661 objections to the original draft proposal to split the village into two for electoral purposes.  The Boundary Committee stated:

“We would commend Rainhill Parish Council and those residents in this area for their detailed submissions and the level of interest shown throughout the review process.”

The decision that Rainhill will be the only borough ward in St. Helens to retain its existing boundaries is testimony to the community spirit that exists in Rainhill. The Parish Council provided the leadership and the ordinary residents of Rainhill wrote in their hundreds to object to their community being divided into two. The many voluntary organisations in Rainhill added weight by also writing letters. In total the Boundary Committee received 680 letters with 661 being from residents of Rainhill.

Cllr. Chris Kedge the Chairman of Rainhill Parish Council expressed his pleasure at the decision to retain the existing boundaries for Rainhill and stated:

“I would like to thank the hundreds of Rainhill residents who wrote to the Boundary Committee and made them realise the importance of retaining Rainhill as an intact community. The Boundary Committee having received so many individual letters had little alternative but to bow to the will of the people.”

The full Boundary Committee report for St. Helens can be found at the website:

www.boundarycommittee.org.uk
